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Executive Summary from the Conference Organizing Committee
Nothing is possible until it is done; this was the experience at the just concluded virtual Socio-Scientific
Conference of the Association of Medical Social Workers of Nigeria (AMSWON). A virtual socio-scientific
conference was necessitated as a result of the unprecedented arrival of COVID-19, originally, we used to
gather in October, in hundreds in a selected State in Nigeria, but it is rather not possible due to rising
cases of COVID-19 that affected many activities around the world. Our Socio-Scientific conference is
unique because it brings every Medical Social Worker from 36 States and Federal Capital Territory into
one place to discuss emerging issues affecting our practice. Our conferences all serve as an advocacy
tool for making our demands as an Association known to the government for the benefit of Patients, we
serve in our respective Hospitals.
The overall goal of our Annual Socio-Scientific Conference is to have a National discussion on Medical
Social Services and also promote Social Justice in the Health Sector in Nigeria. Interestingly, the
Conference has been ongoing for more than three decades now. The National Executive of the
Association of Medical Social Workers of Nigeria (AMSWON) approved that a Virtual Conference be held
on the 16 and 17 December, 2020, 6pm daily to discuss Emerging Issues around Medical Social Services
during COVID-19 Pandemic. This year’s Virtual Conference is significant and unique because over 300
medical social workers registered across the country while more than 60 individuals participated across
the country with four international participants from the United Kingdom, Mexico, India and Indonesia.
The conference had three internationally respected speakers Nigeria and Ireland with Keynote
addresses from the Director of Hospital Services of the Federal Ministry of Health, Abuja, while a
Goodwill message was given by the Vice President of the International Federation of Social Workers
(IFSW). The conference was live-streamed on our major Social Media Platforms for wider coverage of
the event.
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This short report will provide insight to activities during the Virtual Socio-Scientific Conference; provide
some graphical details of the presenters during the conference while suggestions were adequately
highlighted for your reading pleasure.
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First Day – Moderator, Ms Titi Tade
The conference started at exactly 6pm with speakers, keynote speakers and goodwill messages from
the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW). All guests were introduced by the moderator, the
Nigeria National Anthem was played and cited by participants presented at the Virtual Conference. The
President of the Association of Medical Social Workers of Nigeria (AMSWON), Alhaji Alhassan Abubakar
Bichi, gave the opening speech and welcomed all participants to the conference, he emphasized that the
conference promises to be educative and information. The conference would also serve as an avenue to
network with colleagues. The Keynote address was delivered Dr (Mrs) Adebimpe Adebiyi (mni), Director
of Hospital Services, Federal Ministry of Health, Abuja, She emphasized the important roles of Medical
Social Workers in Nigerian Hospital especially during the pandemic and that the ministry is very aware of
the extra burden of providing psychosocial support for patients with COVID-19. The African regional Vice
President of the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW), Mr Joachim Mumba gave the
goodwill message to all Medical Social Workers in Nigeria, he appreciated the efforts of all Medical
Social Workers in ensuring that the vulnerable groups are protected and psychosocial support is
provided across age group during the pandemic. He also mentioned that the United Nations recognized
that #socialworkisessential.
Thirty-Eight participated in the first day of the conference below is their percentage distribution based
on gender. Immediately, Dr Jane Roli Adebusuyi, an associate professor from the Department of
Sociology, Criminology and Social Work of the Lead City University, Ibadan delivered his lecture on the
Ethical Shift for Medical Social Workers during COVID-19
.

Fig 1: Gender distribution of virtual conference
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Highlight of her presentation about Ethical Shift for Medical Social Workers during COVID-19.
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Final note from Dr Adebusuyi’s presentation
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Day Two: Moderator: Mr Oyinlola Oluwagbemiga
The Conference started the second day with the Nigerian National Anthem followed by a
welcome address by the National President, Alhaji Alhassan Abubakar Bichi. The moderator
introduced the first guest speaker, Professor James Ayangunna, the head of Department of
Social Work of the University of Ibadan, Ibadan. He spoke on the safety measures for Medical
Social Workers during COVID-19. He explored the global crisis caused by COVID-19, how it
impacted the African region as the phenomenon has made COVID-19 disease a critical condition
causing a collective stress situation in which many members of a social system fail to receive
expected conditions of life such as safety of the physical environment, protections from attack,
provision of food, shelter and income, and the guidance and information necessary to carry on
normal activities.

Fig 2: Gender distribution of participantsduring the second day conference
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Highlight from the Professor Ayangunna’s presentation

6

Final note from Prof Ayangunna’s presentation
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Presentation from Mrs Olusa Oluromade
The central focus of her presentation was hovering around Irish perspective of Social Work with
Vulnerable Groups during COVID-19. She defined vulnerable people within the context of the
new policy directives, as an individual who might be restricted in capacity to guard himself /
herself against harm or exploitation or to report such harm or exploitation. The restriction of
capacity may arise as a result of physical or intellectual impairment vulnerability to abuse is
influenced by both context (e.g. social or personal circumstances) and individual circumstances.
She also explained the interaction between COVID-19 and social work practice according to the
Irish Association of Social Work survey. She also explained how COVID-19 impacted the
vulnerable service users with voluntary organisations and 9 behaviours of value in action-health
service executives. A closing remark was delivered by the National Vice President, Dr Thomas
Ibe.
Highlights from Mrs Olusa Oluromade’s presentation

On a final note:
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On a final note from Mrs Oluromade’s presentation
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Key Recommendations from the Virtual Conference
 Safety should be the main priority of employer and Medical Social Workers by following
the NCDC guidelines regarding COVID-19
 Health Workers including Medical Social Workers should be the first recipients because
of their exposure to Covid-19 among others.
 Employers may have to modify the work environment and change work practices to
provide additional protection to workers. Employers, for example, may install physical
barriers (e.g. clear plastic guards).
 Social Worker should take personal responsibility to help the vulnerable
 Ethical standards in delivery of medical social services must be compromised
 There is need for social workers to strict adherence with the value-base of the
profession.
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On a final note
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